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TEXT 
 
I sing to use the waiting, 
My bonnet but to tie, 
And shut the door unto my house; 
No more to do have I, 

Till, his best step approaching, 
We journey to the day, 
And tell each other how we sang 
To keep the dark away. 

   
    Emily Dickinson (1830 – 1886)  

 
 

PROGRAMME NOTE 
 

Waiting is a simple and warm setting of Emily Dickinson’s poem of the same name. The 
piece is in a clear ABA form with sustained material and prominent solo soprano 
bookending more arioso and cantabile material. My piece relates directly to the COVID-19 
pandemic with obvious references to ‘singing’ and ‘keeping the dark away’ at the heart of 
the composition.   
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