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TEXT 

 
How clear, how lovely bright, 
How beautiful to sight 
  Those beams of morning play; 
How heaven laughs out with glee 
Where, like a bird set free, 
Up from the eastern sea 
  Soars the delightful day. 
 
To-day I shall be strong, 
No more shall yield to wrong, 
  Shall squander life no more; 
Days lost, I know not how, 
I shall retrieve them now; 
Now I shall keep the vow 
  I never kept before. 
 
Ensanguining the skies 
How heavily it dies 
  Into the west away; 
Past touch and sight and sound 
Not further to be found, 
How hopeless under ground 
  Falls the remorseful day. 

 
Alfred E. Housman (1859 – 1936) 

 
 

© Phillip A. Cooke (2010)  



PROGRAMME NOTE 
 
How Clear, How Lovely is a simple setting of Alfred Housman’s famous poem for SATB 
unaccompanied choir. The work is one of a protracted set of ‘partsongs’ taking their influence 
from the Romantic idea of the partsong as a simple, homophonic, melody dominated  piece 
often taking its inspiration from nature and other Romantic notions.  
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Adagio tranquillo

ALFRED E. HOUSMAN (1859  - 1936)

(q = c.52)

HOW CLEAR, HOW LOVELY
a Partsong for Mixed Choir (SATB) PHILLIP A. COOKE (2010)
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poco meno mosso (q = c.46)
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