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PROGRAMME NOTE 
 

My setting of the Magnificat is the fifth time I have set this text, but the first time in Latin and 

without an organ - it is an entirely different beast from the previous four. The piece is a free 

meditation on the text rather than a blow-by-blow representation of the section of the Book of 

Luke, with atmospheric textures, harmonies and effects to the fore.  

 

PAC 

 

 

TEXT 
 

Magníficat ánima mea Dóminum.  

Et exultávit spíritus meus: in Deo salutári meo.  

Quia respéxit humilitátem ancíllae suae:  

 

Ecce enim ex hoc beátam me dicent omnes generatiónes.  

Quia fécit mihi mágna qui pótens est: et sánctum nómen eius.  

Et misericórdia eius in progénies et progénies timéntibus eum.  

 

Fécit poténtiam in bráchio suo: dispérsit supérbos mente cordis sui.  

Depósuit poténtes de sede: et exaltávit húmiles.  

 

Esuriéntes implévit bonis: et dívites dimísit inánes.  

Suscépit Ísrael púerum suum: recordátus misericórdiae suae.  

Sicut locútus est ad patres nostros: Ábraham, et sémini eius in saecula.  

 

Amen 

 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour 

For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden 

For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed  

For he that is mighty hath magnified me and holy is his Name.  

And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  

He hath shewed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their 

hearts.  

He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek 

He hath filled the hungry with good things and the rich he hath sent empty away.  

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel as he promised to our forefathers, 

Abraham and his seed for ever.  

 

Amen. 
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