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PERFORMANCE NOTES 

 
The mmm sound is a resonant humming sound, perhaps with a slightly open mouth if 
necessary to create a fuller sound. 
The section from b.32 – 46 is a ‘free’ section in which the singers (other than the solo tenor) 
repeat the boxed figures, individually, with a certain sense of ‘controlled freedom’ to achieve 
a blurred polyphonic sound.  
 
 
Duration:   5 minutes 
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TEXT 

 
Judas mercator pessimus 
osculo petiit Dominum 
ille ut agnus innocens 
non negavit Judae osculum. 
Denariorum numero 
Christum Judaeis tradidit. 
Melius illi erat 
si natus non fuisset. 

Judas, the vile merchant, 
required a kiss from the Lord 
who, like an innocent Lamb, 
did not deny the kiss to Judas. 
For a number of coins 
he betrayed Christ to the Jews. 
It would have been better for him, 
had he not been born. 

 
 

From the Tenebrae Responsories for  
Maundy Thursday, No. 5 
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