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PROGRAMME NOTE 

 
I Stood on a Tower is a simple setting of the Alfred Lord Tennyson poem for SATB 

unaccompanied choir. The chord of a minor ninth is the harmonic colouring that binds the 

work together, enhancing the melancholy of Tennyson’s poem.  
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TEXT 
 

I stood on a tower in the wet, 

And New Year and Old Year met, 

And winds were roaring and blowing; 

And I said, “O years, that meet in tears, 

Have ye aught that is worth the knowing? 

Science enough and exploring, 

Wanderers coming and going, 

Matter enough for deploring, 

But aught that is worth the knowing?” 

Seas at my feet were flowing, 

Waves on the shingle pouring, 

Old year roaring and blowing, 

And New Year blowing and roaring. 

 

Alfred Lord Tennyson (1809 – 1892) 

 

© Phillip A. Cooke (2008)  
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