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PROGRAMME NOTE 

 

My setting of the Gloria was written and orchestrated during the Coronavirus pandemic 
of 2020, and what I imagined might initially be an introspective and melancholy work 
turned out to be one of my most ebullient and colourful pieces. The piece combines 
three distinct types of music, which all jostle for attention and prominence in the ten-
minute duration. The first is declamatory and static, with the solo baritone orating 
dramatically beneath sustained metallic clangs. The second is smoother and more modal, 
moving obliquely from an opening tone. The final music is what dominates, colourful 
tableaus which are often quicker in tempo with piquant chromaticisms puncturing the 
harmonic backdrop.   
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INSTRUMENTATION 
 

Solo Baritone 
Mixed Choir (SATB, with divisi) 

 
2 Flutes 
2 Oboes 

2 Clarinets 
2 Bassoons 

 
4 Horns in F 

3 Trumpets in Bb 
3 Trombones 

Tuba 
 

Percussion I: Crotales, Bass Drum, Snare Drum, Glockenspiel, Triangle, Bell Tree 
Percussion II: Vibraphone, Large Suspended Cymbal, Triangle, Tambourine 

 
Harp 

Celesta  
 

Strings (min. 6, 6, 4, 4, 2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



TEXT 
 

Gloria in excelsis Deo 
et in terra pax hominibus bonae 
voluntatis. 
Laudamus te, 
benedicimus te, 
adoramus te, 
glorificamus te, 
gratias agimus tibi propter magnam 
gloriam tuam, 
Domine Deus, Rex caelestis, 
Deus Pater omnipotens. 
 
Domine Fili unigenite, Iesu Christe, 
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris, 
qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis; 
qui tollis peccata mundi, suscipe 
deprecationem nostram. 
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, miserere 
nobis. 
 
Quoniam tu solus Sanctus, tu solus 
Dominus, tu solus Altissimus, 
Iesu Christe, cum Sancto Spiritu: in 
gloria Dei Patris. Amen.  

Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace to people of good will. We 
praise you, we bless you, we adore you, 
we glorify you, we give you thanks for 
your great glory, Lord God, heavenly 
King, O God almighty Father. 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the 
Father, you take away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us; you take away 
the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the 
Father, have mercy on us. 

 
For You alone are the Holy One, you 
alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 
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from Missa Borealis for Solo Baritone, Mixed Choir (SATB) & Orchestra 

GLORIA

for Jennifer, James and all at The Cumnock Tryst
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