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PROGRAMME NOTE 

 
My setting of the Evening Service is a relatively simple piece, largely homophonic and rooted 

in a claustrophobic modal C# minor. The work is more influenced by the sensual, evocative 

nature of these two well-worn poems then any strong liturgical impulse. That being said, the 

mood, ambience and acoustic of a great cathedral haunt the piece like a benevolent spirit, its 

influence tangible, yet distant and ethereal - like much of the English choral repertoire of the 

past hundred years.   
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TEXT 

 
Magnificat 

 
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour 

For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden 

For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed  

For he that is mighty hath magnified me and holy is his Name.  

And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  

He hath shewed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their 

hearts.  

He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek 

He hath filled the hungry with good things and the rich he hath sent empty away.  

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel as he promised to our forefathers, 

Abraham and his seed for ever.  

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. 

 
Nunc dimittis 

 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,  

Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;  

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. 

 

Book of Common Prayer, 1662 
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��


��� 	
sempre, senza espress.

with


� 

out-


 


�
�

����
ev



er



- shall

�

be,


� 
� 
 � 
� �
�

� �
world

��


	
sempre, senza espress.

with


� 

out- end


 
 
	 �

�����
ev


�
er



- shall

�

be,


� 
� 
 � 
� �
�

� � � �
world

��



sempre, senza espress.

with


 
 

-

����� �
��

� �� ��		 

 �� ��		

����� �
�� ���� �� ����

����� �
16'
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��
� �	 �	
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�
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A.
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B.

Org.

����� 

out

poco a poco dim.

- end
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	 �
with


	
out


��
end


 
 
	 �
out end
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 �
���

� ��

�����
end

poco a poco dim.


	 �
world


	
with


� 

out- end


� 
 
	 �
with


	
out


��
end


 
 

���

� ��

�
�

����
world

poco a poco dim.


	
with


� 

out- end


� 
 
	 �
with


	
out


�
�

end


 
 
	 �
out end

���


� 
 � ��

�����
out

poco a poco dim.

- end


� 
 
	 �
world



with


 
 

out- end


� 
 
	 �
with



out-


 
�
end

���

 
 � ��

����� 

 �� ��		 
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�

�

S.

A.

T.

B.
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����� � �
���

A

��
men.

��		
-

�� �
�

�� ��

����� � �
���

A

��
men.

��		
-

�� �
�

�� ��

�
�

����
A

���

�
men.

�
-

� �
�

�� ��

�����
A

���

�
men.

�
-

� �
�

�� ��

����� � � �� ��

����� � � �� ��

�����
16', 32'

Ped.

�
�	 �	 �
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�
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��

��

��

Tranquillo e sostenuto (��= c.42 / � = c.84)

Nunc Dimittis

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

B. S.

Org.

�����Bass Solo � � � �

�����
���

�	� �� � �	�	 �� � �� � �	�	

����� ���
dolce e teneramente

��� ���� ���			 ��� ��� ��� ���� ���			

��

��

��

poco rit. A tempo

5 ��

��

��

K

��

��

��

B. S.

Org.

����� � � �
Lord

��

�
molto espress.

�	 �
now


 
�
let


	
test- thou

�



 � �
thy ser




	





-

����� �� � � � �	�� 		 



�
� � � �

����� ��� ���� ���� ��� ���			 


 � � � �

��

��

��
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��

B. S.

Org.

�����
- vant

��


 
 
	 �
de



part

�����
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��
peace,

��


 
 �	 �
�

�
ac

��



cord


�
- ing



- to

�

����

����� �
���

�	� �� � �	�	

����� � ��� ��� ���� ���			

�

�
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L

��
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��

��

��
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�

�

B. S.

S.

A.

T.

B.

Org.

����� 
� 

thy


	
word

��



 
 
 � 
 �
�

�
For

�

mine



eyes


 
 �

����� � � �
��

For



espress.

mine



eyes

� �	 
� �
have


 


����� � � �
��

For



espress.

mine



eyes

� �	 
� �
have


 


�
�

���� � � �
��

For



espress.

mine



eyes

� �	 
� �
have


 


����� � � �
��

For



espress.

mine



eyes

� �	 
� �
have


 


����� �� �� � � � �	�� 		 



�
� � �

����� ��� ��� ���� ���� ��� ���			 


 � � � �
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��

��
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��

��
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�

�

B. S.

S.

A.

T.

B.

Org.

����� �
have

�
 

seen

���
thy



sal



va



- tion,

�



-

�	 � � � �
�

Which thou


 


�����
seen

�	 
� �
thy


 

sal


 

va



- tion,



-

�	 �
Which

��


	
espress.

thou hast


� 

pre



pared

�
-

�����
seen

�	 
� �
thy


 

sal

�
va



- tion,



-

�	
�

Which

��


	
espress.

thou hast


� 

pre



pared

�
-

�
�

����
seen

�	 
� �
thy

�
sal

�
va



- tion,



-

�	 �
Which

��


	
espress.

thou hast


� 

pre



pared

�
-

�����
seen

�	 
� �
thy

�
sal

�
va



- tion,



-

�	 �
Which

��


	
espress.

thou hast


� 

pre



pared

�
-

����� �
���

��		 

 � � �

����� � ���			 
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�

�

B. S.

S.

A.

T.

B.

Org.

�����
hast



pre

��



pared



-

�

�
sub.

�
be

��

fore



 

- the



face


 

of



all



peo



ple;

��



-

�	 � �

����� 
 
� �
be


 

fore

�
-



the



face


 

of



all



peo



ple;



-

�	 �
to

�

��
cresc.

be



a




�����

 
� �

be


 

fore

�
-



the



face


 

of



all



peo



ple;



-

�	
�

to

� cresc.

�
be



a




�
�

���� 
 
� �
be


 

fore

�
-



the



face

�
of



all



peo



ple;



-

�	 �
to

�



cresc.



be



a




����� 
 
� �
be


 

fore

�
-



the



face

�
of



all



peo



ple;



-

�	 �
to

�

��
cresc.

be



a




����� � �
���

��		
�

���

����� � � ���			
cresc.

�
� �	 �
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�����
light
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to light
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�
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tiles



�
-

��
and



� 		
to be
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�����
light

�
to

�
light

�
en



- the
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��



�
tiles



�
-

��
and



		
to be



� 


the





�
�

����
light

�
to

�
light


� 

en



- the



Gen

��

��
tiles



�
-

��
and



� 		
to be




 


the





�����
light

�
to

�
light

�
en



- the



Gen

��



�
tiles



�
-

��
and



		
to be




 


the





����� �� �� 
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��



�� ���

�			 ����
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S.
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T.

B.

Org.

�����
glo
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my



peo

� 

ple- - Is

�


 
 
	
ra el.


� �
-

� ��

�����
glo

�


	
ry- of


� 

my



peo

�	
ple- - Is

�


 
 
	
ra el.


� �
-

� ��

�
�

����
glo

�
	
ry- of



 

my



peo

�
ple

�
- Is

�


	
ra el.


� �
-

� ��

�����
glo

�
	
ry- of



 

my



peo

�
ple

�
- Is

�


	
ra el.


� �
-

� ��

�����
��� ��� ��� ���

��

�����
�

�� ��
��

�� �� ��

�����
�

�	 
 �	 

��

� �
��
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��

��

��
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��
��

N

meno mosso (��= c.32 / � = c.63)
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�

�

S.

A.

T.

B.

Org.

����� � �
��

Glo

espress.


 
 
	
ry- be

��



 

to the Fa

��
 

ther,-


 
 
	 �
and to


 
 

the


 


����� �
���

(mmm)

�
sempre

�	 �	

�
�

���� �
���

(mmm)

�
sempre

�	 �	

����� �
���

(mmm)

�
sempre

�	 �	

����� � � �
����� � � �
�����

16'

�
�	 �

� �

�
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34 ��
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��

��

O
A tempo (� = c.63)

�

�

S.

A.

T.

B.

�����
Son,

��

�
and




to




the




Ho



 


ly




- Ghost.

��

��		 ��
As

��



it



was

�


�
in



the


	
be gin


� 

- ing,

��



-

����� �	 � 
 �� �
was

�



in



the



be gin


 
 

- ing,

��



-

�
�

���� �	 � 
 �� �
was

�

in



the



be



gin



- ing,

��



-

����� �	 � 
 �� �
was

�
�

in




the


�

be gin


 
 

- ing,

��



-

38 ��
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�
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B.

Org.

����� 
� �
is



now


	
and ev


� 
�
er- shall
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be,


� 
� 
 � 
� �
�

�
��

world

sempre, senza espress.
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�
-

����� 
� �
is now
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and ev
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er- shall
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be,
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� �
�
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�
�

���� 
� �
is
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and ev



 

er



- shall
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� 
 � 
� �
�
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 �
is



now
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�
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�
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out- end.
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world


	
with
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out- end
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	 �
with


	
out


��
end


 
 
	 �
out end
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 �

����� �
world
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��� 	
sempre, senza espress.

with
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out- end


 
 
	 �
world


	
with


� 

out- end
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	 �
with


	
out


��
end


 
 


�
�

����
world
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sempre, senza espress.

with


� 

out- end


 
 
	 �
world


	
with
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out- end
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	 �
with


	
out


�
�

end


 
 
	 �
out
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����� � �
world

��


sempre, senza espress.

with


 
 

out- end
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world



with


 
 

out- end
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	 �
with



out-


 
�
end
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S.

A.

T.

B.

Org.

����� � �� � �
���

A

��
men.

��		
-

�� �
�

�� ��

����� � �� � �
���

A

��
men.

��		
-

�� �
�

�� ��

�
�

����
end

� ��
A

���

�
men.

�
-

� �
�

� ��

����� � ��
A

���

�
men.

�
-

� �
�

� ��

����� ���� �� � � � ��
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���
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��
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