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PROGRAMME NOTE 
 

Epitaph is based around simple harmonic devices and fragments that are varied 
throughout. The work is significantly coloured by the minor ninth harmony which is 
present in all the key moments of the piece. Although elegiac in tone, there are plenty of 
moments of warmer more contemplative music in this work and is perhaps more 
optimistic than other organ works of mine that inhabit the same territory (Elegy, 2003; 
Lament; 2012). The work is dedicated to John Tavener – although Epitaph has little 
similarities with his work, there is something of the deep benevolence of his music that 
informs my work. 
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