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• The Ooo sound could be a more exaggerated version of that sound found in the 

word ‘smooth’ 
 

 
Green Grow the Rashes, O! was first performed by the University of Aberdeen Chamber 
Choir conducted by Paul Mealor at King’s College Chapel, Aberdeen, UK on the 26 May 
2017  
 
 
Duration:   c.14 minutes 
 
Cover photograph:  Max Hermans, unsplash.com  
 
For more information: www.phillipcooke.com 
 
 
 
 
 

PROGRAMME NOTE 

As The Mirk Night is a set of four relatively simple arrangements of these beautiful Burns 
songs for choir. I have tried to keep as close to the originals as possible with the odd 
change of texture and harmony here and there adding a twenty-first century gloss to the 
piece. They form part of a wider concern in my work that involves engaging with Scottish 
culture and history. 
 
PAC 
 
 
 
 
© Phillip A. Cooke (2021)  



°

¢

{

°

¢

{

© Phillip A. Cooke 2021 (www.phillipcooke.com)

*mmm

pp

sempre

Adagio non troppo
(q = c.52)

*mmm

pp
sempre

*mmm

pp
sempre

mp

There's

espress.

nought but care on ev 'ry- han', In ev 'ry- hour that pas ses,- O: what

*mmm

pp

sempre

mmm Green...

p
4

mmm Green...

p

mmm Green...

p

sig ni- fies- the life

mf

o' man, An' 'twere na for the las ses,- O,

p mf

Green grow the rash es,- O!

mmm

p

Green...

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

&

#
#

ROBERT BURNS (1759-1796)

I. Green Grow The Rashes, O

Four Settings of Robert Burns for Mixed Choir (SATB) 

AS THE MIRK NIGHT
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break my heart, ye warb ling- bird Ye'll break my heart, ye warb ling- bird That

poco meno mosso
(q.=c.38)
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